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Mr Pegg, a driving instructor by
day whose primary role is to
protect the medical bus which
carries drugs as well as staff, said
he rarely has any problems such is
the regard people have for the bus.

He said: “We have a few drunk
people try and get on but I think
our presence is enough in most
cases. We have a lot of positive
feedback — they come back after
they’ve been treated the next week
or the next month and say thanks
and put some money in the
bucket.”

The shift might have started
with a bang, but despite the city
being extremely busy the
volunteers themselves were kept
waiting for the next call.

Miss Eagle said there was no
such thing as a typical shift.

She said: “Some weeks we get
here and there are clients waiting
for us, other times we don’t get
any calls until the early hours and
then we get a call at 2.45am which
keeps us here until 4am when you
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were expecting to finish at 3am.

“We always say we want to be
busy - when you’re volunteering
you don‘t want to be standing
here. But that means there are
people in need of help and you
wouldn’t wish that on anyone.”

The team does get a shout over
the radio at just after 10.10pm to a
woman with a head injury at the
Marsh Harrier pub on Ipswich
Road. The team’s two SOS
responders decide that they will
try to get to the job and help in
any way they can before the
ambulance arrives.

Miss Eagle said in that situation
it is completely their call whether
to go or not.

She said the responders, who
have to travel at normal road
speeds, are told how far away the
ambulance is and will take the
decision whether to go or not.

When volunteers get a job,
depending upon where it is in the
city, a mini-bus driver will go and
collect the casualty and bring

them back to either the SOS Bus -
where they can receive help for
minor problems — or the medical
bus which is equipped with
oxygen, a defibrillator and other
equipment you might expext to see
in an A&E department.

Petra Dixon, nurse practitioner
on the medical bus, said the
patients she has seen have varied
tremendously in the time she has
been working with the project.

She said: “It varies, it really
does. Some really different
wounds - glassings, stabbings,
people being bitten or punched,
bone injuries, injuries to hands
and dislocated fingers — and a lot
of the wounds we can deal with
here.” i

Mrs Dixon, who has even had to
treat a patient who fractured his
humerus bone after arm
wrestling, was called on later in
the evening when a takeaway
worker hobbled in with a swollen
knee.

While the night might not have
been as busy as everyone had
anticipated it did demonstrate the
variety of work the volunteers do
— and the importance of the
project. A drunk young woman
who had lost her friends as well as
her bearings spent some time with
volunteers on the bus, only leaving
after being told where the train
station was.

Another woman whose heels
had taken their toll on her feet
hopped on to the bus and made a
donation to get a pair of flip flops
which allowed her to walk more
comfortably.

A young man who was looking
rather the worse for wear at the
bus stop at NatWest was taken on
to the bus where he was provided
with a bucket to be sick into and
given the chance to try and sober
up with first aiders and volunteers
who organised a taxi to take him
and his friends home.

The bus was also a source of
salvation for a young girl, who
suffers from asthma, and who had
started to experience breathing
difficulties. Both she and her
boyfriend remained on the bus in
the warm with help at hand until
she felt well enough to leave.

My experience on the bus and of
the bus was summed up by one
reveller who put some money in
the collection bucket and said:
“My children might need you one
day” And that is precisely the
reason why it is vital the SOS Bus
remains on the streets for another
decade and beyond.

-> To find out more about the SOS Bus
project or how you can donate or
volunteer, call 01603 763111 or log
onto www.sosbus.co.uk

-> To contact the SOS Bus's emergency
number call 07833 505505.

> Have you been helped by the SOS
Bus? Call reporter Peter Walsh on
01603 772436 or email peter.walsh@
archant.co.uk

People living in Thorpe St Andrew are being asked to
bring their valuables to a security marking event being
held by the police.

Officers from the Thorpe St Andrew Safer
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) will have their security
marking pens poised to mark valuable items, including
phones, i-pods, satnavs, cameras and laptops, for free.
The owners postcode and house number will be
applied to the property using a UV pen which is
invisible to the naked eye but can be read under a
special UV [amp which will help to identify the owner if
the item is lost or stolen.

The event is being held on Thursday, April 16 between
11am and 1pm at The Dussindale Centre, Pound Lane,
Thorpe St Andrew.

To find out more visit www.norfolk police.uk

Bikers plan tour for charity

More than 100 bikers from around Norwich and
Norfolk are expected to take part in a two-wheeled
tour of the region’s military bases this month to
raise money for a forces charity.

The journey will be made on April 30 by the
Saturday Morning Club - a loose affiliation of bikers
united by charitable aims — who will be r:
for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in its 90th
anniversary year.

They will leave North Eimham, near Dereham, at
about 11am, heading first to Robertson Barracks at
Swanton Morley, then on to RAF Honington, near
Thetford, before departing for RAF Marham.

Last year, about 125 bikers made a similar
journey and raised about £2,000 for charity, but
club member Carl Beane said the group hopes to
beat both those numbers this year. He said the
riders would also give out Easter eggs to forces
families at each base.

A vote — and a dram

Villagers in one Breckland ward will be able to treat
themselves to a wee dram on May 5 as they queue up
to vote at a local distillery.

The English Whisky Company has been named the
official polling station for Roudham and Larling during
next manth’s local council elections.

The Breckland parish has just 244 registered voters
and, in previous years, a caravan has been hired for
the day because of a lack of suitable community
buildings.

Andrew Nelstrop, managing director of the English
Whisky Company, at St George's llery, said he was
happy to offer the venue after being approached by
the district cout

Mr Nelstrop said: “Im absolutely convinced some of
our neighbours have never been in so it would be
lovely for them to see it."

Man arrested after assault

A 29-year-old man has been arrested in connection
with a serious sexual offence in the city.

The crime took place overnight between Saturday,
April 2 and Sunday, April 3 at a property in the King
Street area of Norwich.

The victim, a woman in her thirties, was
assaulted by a man who is then believed to have
taken a taxi from the train station area of the city.

The arrested man is in custody awaiting
questioning.

-> Anyone with information is asked to call Norfolk
police on 0845 456 4567
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