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a bid to secure government
funding to finance it for the
foreseeable future.

The scheme did impress the
country’s leaders and in 2001 the
bus won praise from then home
secretary Jack Straw who
described the SOS Bus as a
“creative and innovative scheme
and I wish it every success”.

But by 2005 project bosses were
looking to find it a new home
closer to home, outside the

of savin

NatWest bank on Prince of Wales
Road, which was closer to the
heart of the nightclub district.

Former Norfolk police officer
Colin Lang MBE, who was
instrumental in setting up the SOS
Bus project, was one of the key
players in getting the bus moved
to its new location in 2006 so it
could help even more people.

Mr Lang said he has been
proud to have been involved so
closely in a project which has
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child.

helped so many people over the
years.

He said: “I'm so pleased it’s
worked. It’s helped so many people
not just in Norwich, but also
around the country since it’s gone
to other regions as well.”

Mr Lang said it was unfortunate
that the bus had to be born out of
tragedy, but added that the fact the
city and its streets are now a safer
place is testament to what the bus’
has achieved in light of those '
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The Home Safe and
Sound campaign

The Evening News launched its Home Safe and Sound
campaign after the tragic deaths of Nick Green and
' James Toms who both drowned after nights drinking
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The campaign, which aimed to make the safety of
youngsters in the city a top priority, was supported by
the parents of Nick Green, Anne and Peter, who said
they were fully behind anything which could prevent
other parents having to endure the agony of a missing

There was an outpouring of grief after the young
‘men died after falling into rivers in Norwich. The
deaths prompted action and after a meeting between
licensees and the police the idea for a safe haven for
youngsters was born.

In 2001 the campaign sought to help raise £30,000
to keep the SOS Bus running as a safe haven for
people in the city and urged every parent and
grandparent to donate just £1.

deaths. He said: “Hopefully, as a
result, it has saved many more
lives. You can’t show that on paper,
but what you can show is the huge
amount of people who have been
helped through a whole range of
issues, not just medical but things
like relationships or those who
can’t get home.”

- See tomorrow’s Evening News for
how the pioneering SOS Bus Project
became a model for other cities across
the country.

Anniversary
call made to
maintain city
SOS service
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we’re dependent on the generosity
of the public and other
organisations who have so
generously given to the project in
previous years.”

Miss Mintey said she would like
to be able to see the bus provide an
educational role during the week
as well as a life-saving one at
weekends.

Jenny Smith, administrator for
the SOS Bus who has been part of
the project almost from the
beginning, said the scheme has a
crucial part to play in Norwich.

She said: “We don’t just deal
with drunk or young people ~ we
deal with all ages and all sorts of
different things. But I still think
even if someone is really, really
foolish they don’t deserve to get
injured or end up dying because
of it and when you see some of
these people you think what would
have happened to them if the bus
wasn’t there. We’re not here to
pass judgment — we just want to
make sure that anyone who uses
the bus gets home safe and sound.”

Colin Stanford, 50, from Eaton,
said his son John, 20, owes his life
to volunteers on the SOS Bus
when they came to his aid after he
fell down a flight of stairs at
Prince of Wales Road bar Essence
on New Year’s Eve.

Mr Stanford, who helped raise
£1,500 for the bus after it helped
his son, said: “The bus does a
valuable job and without it there
would be no-one there.”

A group of nine of John’s
friends, who all went to the City of
Norwich School sixth form, have
also teamed up to organise a five-
day charity bike ride from
Norwich to Amsterdam and back
(255 mile round trip) in July:

Someone else who thinks it is
important the SOS Bus project,
which has been sponsored by the
Evening News, is here to stay in
Norwich is Pam South, landlord
of the Brickmakers in Sprowston.

In 2008 the pub held a bank
holiday bandathon to help raise
almost £2,000 to go towards the
acquisition of the two new buses.

To mark 10 years of the SOS Bus
in Norwich the Evening News is
today starting a six-part series
which charts the remarkable story
of the pioneering project.
~> To find out more about the SOS Bus
project or how you can donate or
volunteer call 01603 763111 or log onto
www.sosbus.co.uk/
=> To contact the SOS Bus's emergency
number call 07833 505505.

-> To sponsor the bike ride to
Amsterdam, log on to www.justgiving.
com/sos-savedourstanners

=> Have you been helped by the S0S
Bus? Call Peter Walsh on 01603 772436
or email peter.walsh@archant.co.uk

Peter Walsh
peterwalsh@archant.co.uk





