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Have you got a crime story?

Contact Ben Kendall on 01603 772423
or email ben.kendall@archant.co:uk

Hopes of a TV show on

work of city's

Norwich's pioneering SOS Bus
is being lined up as the star of
a possible new fly-on-the-wall
television documentary.

Crew from a production
company were on board the
life-saving bus over the
weekend to make a short pilot
film, with a view to making a
real-life documentary.

The crew followed the work
of the SOS Bus volunteers, and
are hoping to use test footage
to pitch the idea to Channel 4
for a series.

The project is desperately
seeking some new volunteers
and hopes the show could help
to raise its profile.

Sarah Mintey, principal of
the Open Youth Trust, said: “If
successful it could lead to a
whole series of a fly-on-the-
wall-style documentary.

“The idea is to use Norwich
SOS, because it was the first
project, as the central focus,
with also some filming at some
of the other SOS buses in
cities around the country.

“This is a really good
opportunity to get some
exposure so we can try and get
some more volunteers for the
project.”

The SOS Bus is based
outside the Natwest Bank in
Prince of Wales Road every
Friday and Saturday night as a
safe haven for drunk and
vulnerable youngsters.

The initiative has helped
more than 4,000 people since it
was set up as a haven for
drunk, distressed or
vulnerable people in the city
following the deaths of two
young men who drowned after
nights out in the city.

The SOS Bus has had a
brush with television fame
several times before.

In 2006 the life-saving project
was featured on a special
edition of the Tonight
programme and in 2008 one of
the project’s old bendy buses

was raced and crashed, banged

and smashed around a
racetrack on the popular Top
Gear programme.

Anyone who is interested in
volunteering can contact
Jenny Smith on 01603 763111.

- Do you have a story for the
Evening News? Contact Evening
News reporter Kim Briscoe on
01603 772419 or email
briscoe@archant.co.uk.

Kim Briscoe
kim.briscoe@archant.co.uk

Pilot: show: Cameraman Marc Perkins
with some of the SOS busteam and,

below, withiproduicer Stef Page.
PHOTOS: |ERRY DAWS.

Man jailed after slashing taxi driver with a knife

A drunken man who tried to
rob a Great Yarmouth taxi
driver at knifepoint and
slashed him in the arm during
a struggle was jailed for eight
years — after being caught when
he returned to the scene of the
crime to search for his lost
watch.

Scott Chesney, 31, threatened
taxi driver George Brown after
getting into his cab at
Britannia Pier.

Norwich Crown Court heard
that when he reached his

destination and Mr Brown
asked for his fare, Chesney held
a knife into the back of his seat
and demanded he hand over his
money.

Lori Tucker, prosecuting,
said that when Mr Brown
refused and got out of the car,
Chesney had confronted him
and was making swiping and
jabbing movements with what
must have been a knife. She
said Mr Brown was scared and
when he tried to fend off
Chesney he got a cut on his

arm which needed stitches.
During the struggle Mr Brown
shouted out to passers-by to call
the police and Chesney ran off.
But he dropped his watch and
when he returned in a car to
find his watch his registration
number was taken and he was
arrested.

The court heard that the
attempted robbery had a
significant impact on Mr
Brown and his family He had a
number of stitches in his arm
and the wound went septic. He

also felt low and depressed
about what happened.

Chesney of Nelson Road
Central, Great Yarmouth,
admitted attempted robbery on
September 10 this year.

Richard Potts, for Chesney,
said that he very much
regretted what he had done,
adding: “He really can’t believe
he has done this.”

He said that Chesney wanted
to meet his victim and
apologise. “This offence was
out of character.”

Plan to spread
benefits of winter
fuel payments

A charity appeal which is asking people to
donate their government winter fuel
payments to help others less fortunate than
themselves has raised more than £2,000 in
its first week.

The Surviving Winter Appeal, launched
by Norfolk Community Foundation and
supported by the Bishop of Norwich, the Rt
Rev Graham James, is asking people of all
ages to show their support for older people
in need.

In particular, people who receive winter
fuel payments but do not rely on them
are being asked to consider donating
them to the fund, which has so far raised
£2,460.

The winter fuel payment is a benefit of
between £125 and £400, depending on age
and domestic circumstances, made to most
people aged 60 and over during November
and December.

If just one per cent of the 200,000 people
in that age range in Norfolk were to donate
their payment to the appeal and Gift Aid it,
the foundation could raise more than
£300,000.

The money will be used to make grants to
local charities and groups with a record of
looking after the old and vulnerable, and
direct payments will be made to those who
need additional help to buy fuel, insulate
their homes, eat properly and keep in touch
with family and community.

Many vulnerable people died in Norfolk
last winter from causes directly attributable
to the cold.

“This is an excellent and simple idea to
help government support go where it is
most needed,” said Bishop Graham.

=> Make a donation to the fund at Norfolk
Community Foundation, St James Mill, Whitefriars,
Norwich, NR3 1SH. Call 01603 623958 for details or
visit www.norfolkfoundation.com.

Candlelight songs
at city cathedral

A Christmas by Candlelight Concert will be
held this Saturday at Norwich Cathedral.

The Norwich Cathedral Consort and
Norwich Baroque will present a concert of
traditional Christmas music from the mid-
seventeenth and early eighteenth century in
the candlelit building.

The programme will include excerpts from
the Messiah, Christmas concertos by Corelli
and Torelli, plainsong and traditional carols.
=> Tickets for the event are £15, £13 or £10,
depending on seats, and £2 cheaper for
concessions, and are available from Prelude
Records on 01603 628319 or from the Cathedral
Shop on 01603 218328.
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