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Help us keep the life-saving SOS
Bus on the streets of Norwich —
that was the rallying cry from
project bosses and campaigners
as the pioneering project nears
its 10th anniversary.

Since it was set up on the

streets of Norwich in April 2001,

the trailblazing scheme - which
was set up as a safe haven for
drunk and vulnerable people —
has helped a total of almost

6,500 people. And today those
involved in the project -
together with those helped by it
—have issued a plea for support
from the public to ensure that it
is here for another decade and
beyond.

The original bus, which was
set up following the river deaths
of Nick Green, 16, and James
Toms, 21, and the Evening
News’s Home Safe and Sound
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campaign, was replaced in
November 2008 by two new,
state-of-the-art vehicles —
including one medical unit -
which continue to prove a vital
lifeline for thousands of people
in the city every week.

But despite being part-funded
by the NHS, the buses cost £2,500
a month to keep on the road and
project bosses have issued a plea
for the public and businesses in

Ready; to help: SOS
Bus volunteers on
duty on Prince of:
Wales Road on
Saturday night.
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the city to continue to support
it. Sarah Mintey; principal of
the Open Youth Trust, which
operates and manages the bus,
said: “The bus has been there
for such a long time that people
expect it to be there and we at
the Open Youth Trust are
committed to seeing it stay here

for another 10 years and beyond,

but in order for that to happen
=> Turn to page 5
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