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The SOS Bus team
aved my son’s life

- From page 1

flight of stairs at Essence. His
father said: “He was just going
down some stairs and turned to
say Happy New Year to somebody
and, because of the angle, he fell
backwards down the stairs.”

Door staff at the venue alerted
the nearby SOS Bus team and St
John’s Ambulance first aider Julie
Reeve and SOS Bus volunteer
Derek Smith sprinted down to the
road to give immediate assistance,
followed closely by support vehicle
driver Paul Corder.

Miss Reeve, 36, who lives in
Norwich and works for Norfolk
County Council, said: “We got to
the top of the stairs and could see
John lying at the bottom,
unconscious, but breathing.

“He was on his back and his
body was bent around a corner at
the bottom and his legs were half
up the stairs. I 1aid on the floor
behind him to support his head
because I was concerned he may
have a spinal injury as well as
serious head injuries.”

A paremedic in a rapid response
vehicle and ambulance crew were
also called out, but Miss Reeve had
to stay on the floor holding the
injured man’s head still for up to
an hour while they all worked in
the extremely confined space to
safely get him on to a spinal
board. Miss Reeve said: “We saw
in the New Year with John, as we
got there just as 12 o’clock struck.”

For the Stanfords it was a
nightmare start to 2011, as the
family, including mum Jeanette
and brother James, 17, kept a vigil
by John’s bedside at
Addenbrooke’s.

But after just over a week in a
coma, John woke up and made
surprised everyone by being well

enough to leave hospital and
return to the family home in
Norton Drive within three weeks.

The marketing worker for
Gasway, at Sweetbriar Industrial
Estate, still does not have part of
his skull, where it was removed to
reduce the pressure caused by any
swelling, and he will have to have
a plate put in later this year.

Mr Stanford said: “Thankfully
he is doing really well now. He
very clearly needed some instant,
quality assistance and the SOS
Bus team was yards from there he
was. It could have been so
different had people like that not
been instantly to hand.”

SOS Bus volunteer Paul Corder
said: “It’s a rarity that you get to
hear about what happened to
people after you helped them so
it’s fantastic to hear that John is
recovering well.”

The £1,500 was raised from a
charity golf day organised by
Richard Innes of the Norwich
NatWest commercial team, for
which Mr Stanford is business
development manager, and it was

supported by more than 100 local
businessmen and women.

The SOS Bus project, is a
collaboration between the lead
agency for the project, the Open
Youth Trust, and other groups
such as the SOS Bus volunteers,
Norfolk County Council Children’s
Services, the East of England
Ambulance Service, St John’s
Ambulance, the police, local
churches and concerned bar and
nightclub owners. A group of nine
of John’s friends, who all went to
the City of Norwich School sixth
form, have also teamed up to
organise a five-day charity bike
ride from Norwich to Amsterdam
and back in July. John’s friend
Greg Lochhead, 21, from
Cringleford, said: “We decided we
wanted to show our appreciation
and do whatever we could to raise
as much money as possible for the
SOS Bus.”

Sarah Mintey, principal of the
Open Youth Trust, said : “The
team of volunteers work tirelessly,
often at very unsociable hours and
in all weathers, to ensure the
safety of the young people of
Norwich on Friday and Saturday
nights, To have such a public vote
of thanks is extremely gratifying.”
-> To sponsor the bike ride to
Amsterdam, log on to www.justgiving.
com/sos-savedourstanners.

-> The SOS Bus Project is always on
the lookout for volunteers and offers
training to anyone over the age of 18
who might be able to spare some time
to help, whether as a potential driver
or shift leader. Call Jenny Smith on
01603 763111 or email sosbus@
open247.org.uk.

Printing changes to your Evening News

The Evening News is changing the
time it prints every day but, rest
assured, your local newspaper will
still be packed with the best and most
comprehensive news and analysis of
what’s going on in and around
Norwich.

The changes start in the week
beginning February 28, when the
paper will begin to be printed at
about midnight every day.

There are a number of reasons why
we are making the change.

One is because the way people
want their news has changed. For the
past decade the majority of the
Evening News has been written the
day before publication anyway, so our
website at www.eveningnews24.co.
uk has been the place to go for
breaking news, with the newspaper

developing those stories the next day.

Another reason is that, as we all
know, the economy is still suffering
and we need to save money.

Printing earlier and being out on
the streets earlier helps us do that -
while you get the newspaper you
want sooner.

Ultimately, what is in the Evening
News will not change. The
newspaper, along with our website
and its sister website pinkun.com, will
still be the biggest and best source of
Norwich news, information and sport.
That will remain the case and we
want the paper to get even better -
full of community news reflecting
what people in the city are doing,
while our team of reporters holding
people in power to account over the
decisions they make. Evening News

editor Tim Williams will be out and
about explaining the changes next
week, so feel free to drop into one of
the sessions below to hear what he
has to say and ask questions and tell
us what youd like to see in your
Evening News.

He will be in Hellesdon Community
Centre, in Middletons Lane, from 4pm
to 6pm on Tuesday, February 22, in
Frere Road Community Centre in Frere
Road, Heartsease from 5pm to 7pm
on Wednesday, February 23, and in
Costessey Community Centre in
Longwater Lane from 4pm to 6pm on
Friday, February 25:

Please come along, we'd like to
hear from as many readers as
possible as we work hard to deliver
the best possible newspaper and
community news service.

following
attack on
couple in city

Four people have been arrested in
connection with an attack on a
middle-aged couple in Norwich in
the early hours of yesterday
morning, leaving a man fighting
for his life in hospital.

Two men aged 19 and 21, from
the London area, and two women
aged 33 and 42 were arrested on
suspicion of attacking the couple
at the Rose Lane car park, off St
John Street, Norwich, to where
police were called shortly after
1.30am by ambulance staff.

A 54-year-old local man is in a
critical condition at the Norfolk
and Norwich University Hospital.
The assaulted man’s partner was
hit in the face during the attack
and suffered minor injuries.

The senior investigating officer,
Det Chief Insp Neil Firm,
appealed to anyone who witnessed
the incident or has information
concerning it to contact police.

Detectives are still investigating
the assault and sealed off part of
the car park yesterday so that a
scenes-of-crime tent could be put
up towards one corner.

Officers were stationed at
entrances to turn away vehicles
and pedestrians.
=> Anyone with information should
contact Norwich CID on 0845 456 4567
or call Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

Thefts prompt
police warning

People in Norwich who are
heading for a night out have been
urged to keep their belongings
safe following a series of thefts.

Police have received recent
reports of thefts of items such as
mobile phones, prescription
glasses and handbags from venues
across the city.

Last weekend officers received
three reports of glasses being
stolen, one purse and two mobile
phones from nightclubs in the city
centre.

Det Sgt Vicky Flatt, from the
licensing regulation team, said:
“We want people to continue to go
out in the city at night for
socialising, but we are urging
them to keep their valuables safe.

“We continue to work closely
with the venues in the city centre,
and many are providing free or
low-cost cloakrooms, more CCTV
and increased pro-active patrols
by door staff inside premises. “

Norfolk police officers offer
the following crime prevention
advice to keep personal belongings
safe: do not leave your bag or
mobile phone unattended; always
keep your valuables hidden and
out of sight; put them in an inside
pocket or closed bag, not in your
back pocket and keep aware of
who is around you.




