[image: C:\Users\jennysmith.OPEN247\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\DV7CN41B\C35011040709090_1.jpg]
image1.jpeg
Norwich Evening News Tuesday, April 5, 2011

than in Belfast, which
launched its own project in
2007 with a state-of-the art bus
complete with CCTV camera
system to protect volunteers
and clients as well as plasma
screens, games machines and a
fully stocked suite in the back
where people can receive
professional medical attention.

The Belfast SOS Bus
provides refreshments and
support to those in need every
Friday and Saturday night in
Belfast city centre.

To date more than 75,000
people have interacted with the
project since it began in
November 2007.

Mr Lang’s visit to the Belfast
project proved the catalyst to
want to take the Norwich SOS
Bus project to the next level
with its own state-of-the art
service.

- See tomorrow’s Evening News
for how mechanical gremlins led to
the need to launch a hunt for a
new SOS Bus for the city.

-> To find out more about the SOS
Bus project or how you can donate
or volunteer, call 01603 763111 or
log onto www.sosbus.co.uk

- To contact the SOS Bus's
emergency number call

07833 505505. ;
- Have you been helped by the
SOS Bus? Call reporter Peter Walsh
on 01603 772436 or email
peter.walsh@archant.co.uk

=> Tim Williams,
Evening News editor,
said: “The SOS Bus is
a pioneering and life-
saving Norwich project
which the Evening b

News has helped champion from the
very beginning. Our Home Safe and
Sound campaign, launched in 2001
following the tragic river deaths of
Nick Green, 16, and James Toms, 21,
after nights out in the city, called for
a safe haven to be set up in the city
to help protect night-time visitors to
the city and the SOS Bus has
certainly proved to be just that.
“Having helped almost 6,500 people
since it was first set up in 2001 the
project has more than proved its
worth and the Evening News will, as
it has done over the past decade,
continue to champion the bus which
has been one of the biggest success
stories in Norwich in the past 10
years.”

=> Julian Foster,
chairman of the Central
Norwich
Forum, said: “With the
S0S Bus there’s almost
nothing left to say — it's
been praised so much over the years.
“It's done a huge amount of good in
the city and has been a life saver for
many people and has become a
flagship which others have copied. It's
all praise to everyone who had
anything to do with it — those involved
in setting it up and those that keep it
going, particularly the volunteers.”

-> Toby Middleton, o
operations manager of
Mercy nightclub on
Prince of Wales Road,
said: “It's a pioneering
pilot project of genius
which has been put into other cities
and towns in the country. We're very
fortunate to have it and | don't know
what we would do without it. WeTe
very, very lucky to have the support
of the volunteers that we do to have
it on a.weekly basis — we're very
spoilt and lucky and long may it
stay”

> Steve Morphew,
leader of Norwich City
Council, said: “The SOS
Bus has helped keep
people safe and has
stopped a lot of
problems from escalating which could
have been a lot worse. It's not simply
about people who have been
overdoing it in clubland — there are a
lot of people with other problems that
the bus has managed to help. Its a
brilliant service and | hope it continues
for a long time yet.”

=> Charles Clarke,

former Norwich South ”

MP said: “TheS0S &/~ =

Bus was a fantastic s ]
and innovative project N )
which owes a great L=

deal to the work and commitment of
a number of people and
organbisations.

“My role was simply one of
encouragement but | feel that the
whole project has stamped its
message hoth on Norwich and more
widely.”





